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Proclamation 7226—Gold Star
Mother’s Day, 1999
September 24, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For generations, the brave men and

women of our Armed Forces have answered
our Nation’s call to service. In the air, on
the sea, and across the world’s battlefields,
they have fought with valor and determina-
tion so that we might continue to live in free-
dom. The blessings of liberty and peace we
know today have been paid for with the lives
of those who never returned home.

The Gold Star Mothers of America know
the price of freedom all too well. They have
experienced one of life’s greatest joys in be-
coming a parent and have endured one of
life’s greatest sorrows in losing a son or
daughter. The spirit of sacrifices made by our
fallen warriors lives on in the hearts of our
Gold Star Mothers.

Their sacrifice lives on as well in the work
Gold Star Mothers perform in communities
throughout our country, working with dis-
abled veterans and their families, nurturing
patriotism in a new generation of young
Americans, reaching out to others who have
lost a child in the service of our Nation, and
ensuring that the contributions of their own
sons and daughters are never forgotten. The
generous and compassionate work of Gold
Star Mothers is a powerful legacy of service
that they carry on in loving memory of their
children.

We have a profound obligation to honor
the service and sacrifice of these remarkable
women as we honor their children. That is
why the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution
115 of June 23, 1936 (49 Stat. 1895), has des-
ignated the last Sunday in September as
‘‘Gold Star Mother’s Day’’ and authorized

and requested the President to issue a procla-
mation in observance of this day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 26, 1999, as
Gold Star Mother’s Day. I call on all govern-
ment officials to display the United States
flag on government buildings on this day. I
also urge the American people to display the
flag to hold appropriate meetings in their
homes, places of worship, or other suitable
places as a public expression of the sympathy
and the respect that our Nation holds for its
Gold Star Mothers.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord nineteen
hundred and ninety-nine, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America
the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 28, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 29. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner
September 24, 1999

Thank you very much. Ladies and gentle-
men, you can see I’m a little hoarse tonight.
I lost my voice coming back from New Zea-
land; then I got it back today, and I’m losing
it again. It’s 10 o’clock on Friday night, and
you’ve heard me give this speech before.
[Laughter]

I’ll never forget, once I went to hear Tina
Turner, that great political philosopher—
[laughter]—in a concert, and she sang all of
her new songs since she made her comeback,
about 10 years ago. And then at the end she
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started singing ‘‘Proud Mary,’’ which was her
first hit 25 years ago. And everybody went
nuts—25 years ago or 10 years ago—every-
body went nuts. And they were clapping, and
she walked up to the microphone and she
said, ‘‘I’ve been singing this song for 25 years.
And it gets better every time I sing it.’’
[Laughter]

So I won’t keep you long. But let me join
the Vice President in thanking Bob and Ar-
lene, Bob and Clarice for hosting this dinner.
I always love to come back to this beautiful
home; I’ve been coming here for years. I
would never tire of it. I thank Lieutenant
Governor Kathleen Kennedy-Townsend for
being here, for being our friend, and for
being, I believe, by any measure, the finest
Lieutenant Governor in the United States—
for her ideas and her actions. [Applause]
Thank you.

I thank Joe Andrew, Roy Romer, Beth
Dozoretz, Andy Tobias, my good friend
Mayor Archer, all the officials of the Demo-
cratic Party. And most of all, I thank you.

Now I want to give a brief but, maybe,
unconventional speech here. I want to sort
of unpack where we are, what the Vice Presi-
dent said, what Bob and Bob said—all the
nice things they said about our record and
all that—what it really means for where we
are and where we’re going, because that’s
what matters.

When I asked Al Gore to become my Vice
Presidential partner, we put out a book
called, ‘‘Putting People First.’’ And a lot of
experts said we were crazy. They said, ‘‘This
whole thing is crazy; these two guys are the
same age’’—I look 100 years older than him
now. [Laughter] They said, ‘‘These two guys
are the same age; they come from States that
border each other; they more or less think
alike; this is nuts. Why are they doing this?’’

Then we put out this book. And as evi-
dence of the sort of cynicism of the political
process, people said, ‘‘Now this is really nuts.
Here they put out this book; they’ve given
all these specific commitments to the Amer-
ican people; and, you know how politics is,
they’re not going to do any of this. Then this
book will be used to beat them over the head
with.’’

You never hear about our book, do you?
Do you know why? Because a respected

scholar of the Presidency says we have kept
a higher percentage of our commitments
than the last five administrations, even
though we have given far more than any.
Now why is that? And not because—is it be-
cause we’re more honest than they were? No.
It’s because we thought through what we be-
lieved, and analyzed where we thought the
country was; and said, okay, if this is true
then, therefore, we have to do these things.

We’ve got to get rid of this deficit; we’ve
got to expand America’s business; we’ve got
to bring opportunity to people who don’t
have it; we’ve got to invest in education. We
had ideas. And we were following on 12 years
of the Reagan/Bush era, which was premised
on two great ideas. One was that the Govern-
ment was the problem—you remember all
those speeches—America’s in trouble be-
cause the Government is the problem—
1980.

The second was the interesting proposition
that we would balance the budget and grow
the economy forever if we just cut taxes and
increased spending. Shall I say it again?
[Laughter] That’s what they thought. So we
didn’t believe that. We just said, let’s go back
to arithmetic and get America ready for the
modern world. And it worked, and you’ve
talked about that.

Now, in 1998—I want to talk about a little
more arithmetic—we won seats in the Con-
gress in the midterm elections for the first
time since 1822, in the sixth year of a Presi-
dency, because people like you gave us
enough money to get our message across,
even though we were outspent $100 million.
Doesn’t matter how much money they have,
if you’ve got enough. [Laughter] Right? We
had enough.

We need your help now. And what I want
to say to you is, that’s all that matters now.
We’ve got to have enough. Because when
young people come up to me and say, ‘‘I’m
interested in politics, Mr. President. What
should I do, and how should I do it?’’ I always
say, ‘‘Well, if you run, try to make sure that
on election day, everyone who votes against
you knows exactly what they’re doing.’’

And if you think about it, that’s what de-
mocracy should be. If everybody knows what
they’re doing, and you lose, you can’t gripe.
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You are making sure, with your contribu-
tions, that when people vote, they’ll know
what they’re doing.

The other thing I want to tell you is, you
should be of good cheer. You should be opti-
mistic. You should be confident. Why? Be-
cause we’ve got a good record. You just heard
we’ve got good plans for the future. And be-
cause most Americans aren’t thinking about
this yet, and all the pundits that want you
to believe it’s all over are the same crowd
that have buried me 9 or 10 times already.
[Laughter] You should be of good cheer.

Normally, at a time like this, you would
expect a reasonably close election, and I be-
lieve it will be reasonably close. And I believe
we’ll win. And that’s what I really believe is
going to happen, because we’ve got a good
record, good ideas, and because right now,
people think they want change. And what
they need to understand is, we want change,
too. I would vote against the Vice President
if he said, ‘‘Vote for me, and I’ll do everything
that Bill Clinton would do.’’ I would say, ‘‘I’m
sorry, Al; I can’t vote for you.’’

This country’s still around here after 223
years because we keep changing. We’re con-
stantly reimagining ourselves and exploring
new possibilities. That’s why we’re still here.
So that’s not the question. The question is
not, are we going to be for change? The ques-
tion is, what kind of change are we going
to be for? And you need to go tell people
that.

Are we going to build on what we have
done, that’s brought all these good things in
America, and deal with the aging of America?
Are we going to deal with the fact that in
30 years we’ll have twice as many people over
65, when all the baby boomers retire—two
people working for every one person drawing
Social Security—and use this period to fix
Social Security and Medicare?

Are we going to deal with the global econ-
omy and what it means for us, and not squan-
der this money until we pay down the debt?
We could have this country debt-free in 15
years for the first time since 1835 and leave
all the borrowing for the private sector.
Lower interest rates, more jobs, higher in-
comes, lower car payments, home mortgage
payments, college payments—we could do
that.

The Democrats are supposed to be the lib-
eral, progressive party. Why should they be
for a debt-free America? Because average
people are better off if the interest rates are
lower, and inflation’s lower, and growth is
higher.

He’s got ideas that would make this the
safest big country in the world. It’s really im-
portant. I’m proud, you know—I’m on my
way out, so I tell everybody we’ve got the
lowest crime rate in 26 years. And that’s
good; it makes me sound good. But the truth
is, about all we have done is to restore this
country to basic sanity. The county is still
too violent. There’s still too many crazy peo-
ple out there with guns killing innocent peo-
ple, walking into churches, and doing all this
stuff that’s going on.

We’ve got a plan to put more police where
they ought to be, take reasonable measures
to keep guns out of the wrong hands. They’ll
turn our crime policy back over to the NRA.
And it’ll get worse. That’s just one example.

So the issue is not—and you need to talk
to people about this—the issue is not, are
we going to change? The issue is, what kind
of change are we for?

I’m really proud that we thought ideas
were important and that we worked to imple-
ment them. The Vice President’s votes will
become famous as the election wears on, and
everybody will know that, as he points out,
every time he votes, we win. And he voted
and we won the economic plan. And he voted
and we won in the Senate the right to close
the loophole in the Brady bill affecting the
gun shows.

But he also ran our technology policy, that
led to the Telecommunications Act, which
has produced already over 300,000 high-
wage jobs. He managed our empowerment
zone and enterprise community program,
which is—well, ask Mayor Archer about it.
Ask Mayor Archer. Detroit—don’t take my
word for it; on the way out of here, before
you go out, just go ask him. Detroit’s unem-
ployment rate today is one-half of what it was
on the day we were elected in 1992. One-
half. Part of it’s their brilliant mayor, but part
of it is the empowerment zone program.

Now, I say that to say ideas matter and
making sure people know about them matter.
And I want you to go out there and talk about
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them. But I think our ideas are right. I think
we ought to stay out of debt and pay this
debt down. I think we ought to keep trying
to improve the environment and grow the
economy. I think we were right with the fam-
ily and medical leave law; we ought to keep
working to help people balance work and
family.

I think we ought to keep trying to build
a community and be for this ‘‘Employment
Non-Discrimination Act’’ and be for the hate
crimes legislation, because I think that when
everybody who’s law-abiding can work to-
gether, we do better in a global society, and
people are happier, and life is more inter-
esting. And that’s what we’re for. And you
need to be in a good humor about this.

I thank you for giving this money. We can
make sure that everybody who votes knows
what they’re doing. But you need to go out
and repeat these arguments and be of good
cheer.

Let me tell you one other thing. Except
in Iowa, New Hampshire, and Washington,
DC, most people aren’t thinking about the
Presidential election yet. In Conway, Arkan-
sas, they’re worried about the price of cattle.

But they will worry. Their minds and their
hearts will kick in. And almost every time,
the American people get it right. If we do
our job, they’ll get it right. That’s why we’re
still around here.

So trust them. Stay with us. Consider it
a privilege to give; we consider it a privilege
to serve. We’re going to give this country its
best days in the 21st century.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 p.m. at a private
residence. In his remarks, he referred to dinner
hosts Robert and Arlene Kogod and Bob and
Clarice Smith; Lt. Gov. Kathleen Kennedy-Town-
send of Maryland; Joseph J. Andrew, national
chair, Roy Romer, former general chair, Beth
Dozoretz, national finance chair; Andy Tobias,
treasurer, and Mayor Dennis W. Archer of De-
troit, general cochair, Democratic National Com-
mittee. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address

September 25, 1999

Good morning. With only 5 days left in
the current fiscal year, Congress still has a
lot of work to do. For almost 7 years now,
Vice President Gore and I have pursued a
new economic strategy that focused on fiscal
discipline, expanding trade in American
products and services, and investing in our
people and new technology.

The results are now clear. The past 61⁄2
years have produced the longest peacetime
expansion in history: more than 19 million
new jobs; rising wages; the lowest unemploy-
ment, welfare, and crime rates in a genera-
tion; the highest levels of homeownership
ever; a balanced budget; and the largest sur-
plus ever. It has given the American people
more money in their paychecks, lower inter-
est rates for homes and cars, more help
through efforts like the HOPE scholarship
to open the doors of college to all. We’re
on a path of progress and prosperity. The
American people want it to continue.

That’s why 2 days ago I vetoed the Repub-
licans’ risky $792 billion tax plan. It was just
too big, too bloated; it would place too big
a burden on our economy and run the risk
of higher interest rates and lower growth.
Also, it didn’t add a day to the Social Security
Trust Fund or a dollar to Medicare. And it
would have forced cuts of nearly 50 percent
in everything from education to health care
to the environment to veterans programs to
national security, even in air traffic safety.

It would have created an untenable choice
for the Congress: these irresponsible cuts on
the one hand; or on the other, diverting ever
more funds from the Social Security surplus
and from debt reduction. We said, all of us
did just a few months ago, that we shouldn’t
spend the Social Security surplus anymore.

Today I say again to the congressional ma-
jority, we don’t have to do that. I gave them
a plan to expand the life of the Social Security
Trust Fund 50 years, to extend Medicare
over 25 years, and add prescription drug cov-
erage, to invest in education and other prior-
ities, to provide an affordable tax cut, and


